
 

Who can I contact for advice and guidance? 
The Public Art Committee exists as a resource to provide guidance as requested.  To 

discuss your project with the Public Art Committee contact: 

Jennifer Andrews 

City of Waukesha Community Development Department 

201 Delafield Street 

Waukesha, WI 53188 

262-524-3750 

jmandrew@ci.waukesha.wi.us 

 

Developing Public Art 

Visit the Public 
Art Webpage  
Visit the City of Waukesha’s 

public art webpage for 

additional information. 
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What is public art? 
The contribution of public art to a project may be expressed in a wide variety of 

ways, from initial design to integrated artworks; from articles of street furniture to 

visual enhancements associated with the project’s completion.  Whatever 

approach is adopted, the key aim will be to produce artworks that give a sense 

of identity and meaning to the project which will enrich the quality of the 

environment as a whole. 

Artists see aspects of the world that other individuals may miss.  In the context 

of project development, public artists find new solutions to old problems, make 

ordinary things seem special, and “delight the eye” in unexpected ways. 

  

 
 
 
 
“ART WASHES 
FROM THE 
SOUL THE DUST 
OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE” 
 
~ Pablo Picasso 
 

 

 

 

 

Richard Florida in 
his book “The 
Rise of the 
Creative Class” 
states one of the 
keys to economic 
growth is the 
ability to attract 
the Creative 
Class which then 
translates into 
creative 
economic 
outcomes in the 
forms of new 
ideas, 
businesses and 
regional growth. 
 

Left: Three Bronze Bears  

By John Rawlins 

Installed along the City of 

Waukesha RiverWalk. 

Commissioned by 

Anthony & Andrea 

Bryant. 

What will artists contribute to my project? 
 

Public artists’ skills range from 

traditional skills of painting and 

sculpture to the experience of 

urban design, electronic media 

and lighting.  Successful 

management of public art input 

depends to a great extent on 

matching the skills of particular 

artists to the possibilities inherent 

in your project. 

 

Above: Standing Ovation By Paul Bobrowitz Jr.  Displayed by Ann & 

Bryce Styza with a historical mural by Kris Vincent in the 

background. 
  

Right & Left: Fox 

sculptures installed 

throughout the Shoppes at 

Fox River Retail Center.   

Left:  

Life’s Ribbon  By 

Richard Taylor   

Installed on the 

City of Waukesha 

Metro Transit 

Center grounds. 

Funded through 

private donors. 

Above: Fox Fish 

By Tom Martin 
Installed in the City of 

Waukesha Metro Transit Center 

lobby. 
Funded through private donors.   
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Beyond its enriching personal benefits, public art is a true symbol of a city’s 

maturity.  It demonstrates unquestionable civic and corporate pride in citizenship.  

A relatively modest investment in public art can receive more publicity, more public 

recognition and more leasing interest than from any other element of an entire 

project budget.  The continuing visibility, publicity, and brand identification that 

public art provides a project can be purchased for a minimal percentage of project’s 

overall cost.  Public art demonstrates your organization cares about its clients, 

customers, employees, the community and the environment.  It is often the “jewel in 

the crown” that lifts a quality development above the crowd and makes it distinctive.  

An enhanced cityscape attracts quality tenants.  By introducing public art into a 

development there is also an opportunity to foster community involvement and 

support for your project.  Public art improves the profile of your organization, far in 

excess of its cost implications.  It affects the way that you are perceived by the 

community, and as such is a factor in your business’s success.   

 

Whatever approach is adopted the key aim is to produce artworks that give a sense 

of identity and meaning to the project which will enrich the quality of the 

environment as a whole.  Ken Fergeson, former chairman of the American Bankers 

Association, put it this way: “There is a visible difference in places with an active 

cultural community.  I see people looking for places to park, stores open late and 

restaurants packed with customers.  The business day is extended and the cash 

registers are ringing.” 

 

  

 

How will public art enhance my business? 

What is the cost of public art? 

 

 
 
How do I initiate a 
public art project? 
 
The Public Art Committee of 

the City of Waukesha has 

experience in assisting all 

aspects of public art, from 

artist selection, through 

project development and 

realization, to publicity and 

marketing and budgeting.  

The management of a public 

art project involves a good 

deal of specialist knowledge 

including about the City 

approval process.  The 

Public Art Committee exists 

to assist in that capacity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Above: I Remember 

Proposed bronze sculpture 

for Fire Station 1.   

Awaiting funding. 

 It is often suggested a percentage of the overall project be used for Public Art.  

However, it may be more manageable to set a provisional sum without 

reference to overall budget.  The real figure will vary depending on the extent 

to which artists’ contributions can be realized from existing components of the 

budget.  An example of this would be an artist-designed alternative paving 

scheme for a courtyard, or new street furniture.  Such elements will already 

have capital cost, which would contribute to the public art budget.  One can 

see how involving artists at an early stage makes sound financial sense as in 

this example.  

Above: Eagle Sculpture at Weldall Manufacturing Headquarters. 
  
 

Above: Seasons  By Michael Chrisopherson, Percent for Art program. 
  
  

 

At what stage should artists become 

involved? 
 The evidence of successful projects demonstrates that the key to the most 

effective public art is integration.  That means involving artists in decision 

making from the initial design stages.  The earlier artists are involved, the 

more effective their contribution will be. 

  

 

City of 
Waukesha’s Public 
Art Committee  
 

The City of Waukesha strong 

supports  the arts and the 

artist community.  To help 

facilitate public art projects the 

City established a Public Art 

Committee.  The Committee is 

dedicated to enriching the 

cultural life of our community 

through its advocacy, 

encouragement and promotion 

of the visual arts within the 

City of Waukesha.  To achieve 

this mission the committee has 

a set of purposes and goals 

which include:  

 • Foster an appreciation for 

the visual arts through the 

promotion of existing 

resources with the city to 

include, but not be limited to, a 

web site and promotional 

materials. 

• Facilitate partnerships with 

public and private entities for 

the development of new public 

art projects. 

• Support and encourage the 

local art community by 

connecting it with businesses 

and other potential sponsors. 

• Encourage the display of 

permanent and rotating 

exhibits in city owned facilities. 

The Public Art Committee 

invites you to be a partner with 

the City of Waukesha by 

sustaining and promoting the 

arts in the City of Waukesha. 

Financial benefits of public art.  


